BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Tips on Listening #®EWHES

Neil: Hello and welcome to Ask About Britain, the programme where we
answer your questions about lifestyle, culture and of course the
English language. I'm Neil.

Lily: T WA TS 0] 2571 H . B AR 2 RAF HO et 2 2 By ). Ry
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Neil: Here’s the first question from Huang Li Ping.

Lily: e 78 1) B 9
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Neil: So as a beginner, she would like to learn some tips for improving
her listening comprehension.

Lily: Listening comprehension it Wi #ARKIE 1, HEWr )i .

Neil: Callum has a lot of experience with English language teaching. We
asked him what tips he could give:

Insert

The first thing, | think, is don't try and understand every single word you hear
because many of the words in sentences that you hear are grammar words or
prepositions and they are not that important to the meaning. So, don’t worry
about trying to understand every, single word because you don’t need to
understand every word to understand what’s being said.

Neil: Don't try to understand every single word you hear.

Lily: ANTAL St LT R — AN

Neil: Because many words are grammar words or prepositions.
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Another tip is, really from a very early level, is try to listen to English at a regular
speed, at a normal speed. If you learn your English through very slow English,
then you listen to authentic English, it seems much too fast and you can’t
understand it because it's much too fast. When you start learning English if you
start listening at a more or less normal speed then it becomes much easier later
on.

Neil: The second tip is, try to listen to English at a regular or normal
speed.

Lily: Regular or normal speech M — J1-4A il 20717 18 5 115 78 10 1 9eiE

Neil: If you only listen to slow English you can’t cope with authentic
English.

Lily: LA F 4R 9E4E authentic English.

Neil: So the advice is: start listening at a more or less normal speed

then it becomes much easier later on.
Lily: Callum &4 5 = AN
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If you can find English which has a transcript, so you can listen to what’s being
said, but you can read at the same time, that’s certainly when you are beginning,
that helps because you can match up the sound you hear to the words that you

see.

Neil: Find English which has a transcript so that you can match the
sound you hear with the words you see.

Lily: U — L8 [ O 7R R R AT RE, DT DU A 5 RS Ao L
SRR transceript.

Neil: So to sum up: don't try to understand every singe word you hear.

Lily: Try to listen to English at a normal speed.

Neil: Find English that has a transcript.

BBC Learning English

Lily: You are listening to BBC Learning English.
Neil: Now we have a similar question from Xu Wei:
Insert

My English is about intermediate level, but I still find listening most challenging.
Any tips?

Lily: XTHRGOKAFRIN, ik —25 5w Jie?
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Neil:
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Sian Harris is running an English Language training workshop at the
BBC. Listen to what she said:

Firstly, in terms of your general knowledge about the structure, the word the
vocabulary in English, that will affect your understanding when it comes to
listening. But also how many opportunities you have to practise listening. And |
think giving yourself a wide range of materials to listen to is very important. So
films, radio programs, DVDS, music and there are a lot of things you can
download on the internet.

Neil: She believes that your general knowledge about the structure and
vocabulary will affect your understanding.
Lily: AN NG DT G5 MR 1) T AARRR S, X ) A B
general knowledge —f§41iH; affect 0.
Neil: So her advice is to give yourself a wide range of materials to listen
to.
Lily: A wide range of materials i3 2 ({1Wr Sy #1 kL
Neil: Such as films, radio programs, DVDs etc.
Lily: And there are a lot of things you can download on the internet. 8%
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Neil: This is exactly what we are doing, you can download this very
programme as well as the transcript.
Lily: BAIHI WE R www.bbe.co.uk/china &5 fidi Learning English.
Neil: Bye from both of us and see you next time.
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