BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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John: Hi there from BBC Learning English, and you’'ve joined us for
another edition of Ask About Britain!
Oliver: Hi John, nice to be back again. YT o [ n) 25, AR H HEERAT 2

[E] 245 5 RV WT AR Peter fR— SS9 B A i AN = 1 i

John: This is what Peter says.
Oliver: IR, FATHEAT THEBM TS, Peter Ay BARAEA .
Insert

I’'m interested in British culture very much. We know there are a lot of cultural

differences between us. | think I should get to know it step by step. So | want to

know the most important part, table manners, and | know that table manners are

not just the only manners!

John: Now this is a big subject!

Oliver: So, it’s not going to be easy to cover everything. il Peter &f1&
SRR R i) i o

John: We asked two experts about this.

Oliver: BN EZK, our experts, fiufil2 (I i£4) The Style Bible f¥ff

# Alon Shulman, FEHE®#/MEZK a novelist, Wendy Holden.

John: So let’s start by talking about modern manners.
Oliver: PARALA e Wit A4k 2 AT IR AL A AL A
John: OK, well a new survey has just come out in Britain, which says the

British are bad mannered!
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Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

Insert

I always thought the British were well mannered. {28k, J&E A
BAALS ! AR EE XA A 2 2EE 43 . What did the survey
reveal John?

Well this survey was for a popular British weekly magazine, and it
showed that 25% of people never sent a thank you letter even if
they were invited to someone’s house for dinner.

IRZAERT, RN NBAF LGRS MBS IR s G, A B
AR ORI, S ROA RARE B AL, X2 thank you
letters, K.

Now, talking of parties at people’s houses...

Ah yes, if you have been invited for a dinner party, would you

answer your mobile phone whilst eating at the table? FATKIN L& K

Alon AR RTHE LG ?

I personally would like think that I wouldn’t, but 1 would | think. I think that
mobile phones have now become sort of an extension of our, you know, of
ourselves, you know we are expected to be on the phone. | mean is it rude to
answer the phone, or is it rude to have the phone switched off when someone
calls you, knowing that you have a phone with you?

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:
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AT AR ZE, AVE AR TTHLE 2 RHLA R AL . il it /2 you
can’t win, B2 —FLiR R EAMAR G

So, what do you think? Is it rude to keep your mobile switched on
when you are at a dinner party?

Well, | think it’s very rude, 5 AAL3!

And there was one other thing that Alon said, he said the mobile

phone was an extension of ourselves!
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Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Insert

So mobile phones are so important that they have became part of
our personalities! FHLLE—VINV'E O BTN — 5, L AATAIA
R AGEAS AT A A BALSRI FE , TR AR R b

So, that’s one way in which British manners have changed.

T AT NALFH SR T R 212 P I AN —F 25 F, being on
time no longer matters!

Well, let’s look at that survey again! Half of all the people that were
asked said they did NOT believe it was a problem if you were late
for an important date!

AW EH —ANEERLS, an important date, A FEIE S CL AL
e AT N

Does Wendy mind being late — our other expert. Does she think it’s

important, is she sometimes late?

Oh, I desperately try not to be. I think sometimes you can’t really help being late,
but on the whole | hate hate hate being late!

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:
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I hate hate hate being late says Wendy!

So she always likes to be on time. Wendy i, it KiEF]. |
hate being late!

Let’s look at one last part of the survey. 25% of the people asked
said they would not write a thank you letter after they had been
invited to someone’s home for a party.

I Alon 2 53X HfE 1 ?

Alon said it would depend on who you were writing the thank you

letter to.
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Insert

Mother yes, girlfriend’s mother, aunt, no — it depends what for.

» Al R A R T SYHE . 1t depends on who you are writing

G

Oliver: "
the thank you letter to.
John: So, there you are, some interesting insights into some interesting

British manners, and there are plenty more! But bye for now!

Oliver: Bye!
Glossary
Bad manners wALSt, Al
Well mannered FEFEN, L3R
An extension of ourselves BATE B AT A
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