BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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What Makes a Good Musical? ERA B —3 5 R ?
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Hello and welcome to Ask About Britain, the programme where we
answer your questions about British Life and Culture. I'm Derm.
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I am teaching at the Beijing Conservatory, my students often ask
me about what makes a good musical, | want to hear some
professional comments on this question.
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We will hear from three accomplished professionals in music
theatre.

Accomplished professionals £ SRl 77 TH 3y 4 15 A
The first one is Andrew Lloyd Webber.
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He believes that the musical colour depends a lot on the story.

| believe very strongly that the story is the most important thing in
musical theatre, and | really do believe that you could have a great
song in a musical which doesn’t quite work, or the story doesn’t
work and you might never hear it again.
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He strongly believes that the story is the most important thing in
musical theatre.

= 'R musical theatre.

You could have a great song in a musical but if the story doesn’t
quite work, you might never hear it again.
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So what he is saying is that story is the key factor that makes a
good musical.

The key factor <[5 %. Let’s listen to this clip again:

| believe very strongly that the story is the most important thing in
musical theatre, and | really do believe that you could have a great
song in a musical which doesn’t quite work, or the story doesn’t
work and you might never hear it again.

That’s Andrew Lloyd Webber. Another equally famous personality
in musical theatre is Cameron Mckintosh
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He talked to Johnnie Walker on the BBC programme ‘Drive Time
Show’ on the question why Mary Poppins is so popular.

I find that these shows make their own momentum. It is a very
very big show. It is not one that you can sort of whack out! And nor
would you want to! Because | think part of its special-ness is it's
very English — it has a tremendous balance between being a
dramatic piece as well as a marvellously entertaining musical.

To Mackintosh, good shows make their own momentum. —make
their way to success.
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It is not one that you can sort of whack out!
whack out SRERAKAY, XAE—EBE SRz BRI H .

To him, Mary Poppins has something very special . The speical-
ness- something unique
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English.

very

It has a tremendous balance between a dramatic piece as well as a
marvellously entertaining musical.

a tremendous balance —#fE K I~ —J7 RN T, 53— J71H XAk
RFFre ANRA—FBIIANIER) T R K. a marvellously entertaining

musical

But apart from the producer and the composer, there are many
other roles involved to make a musical successful.



Yang Li:

Diarmuid:

Yang Li:

Insert

Diarmuid:

Yang Li:

I agree. Bx T 1E#Z A Aproducer and composer, 8755 —/NaiH 1
(1235 141 B o

Tracie Bennett is one of the leading actresses in the famous musical
Les Miserable. And she believes that it’s the collective effort of the
whole production team that made the musical a remarkable
success.

The collective effort #14%% 7. Here is Tracie:

It's a team effort — the crew are very good — brilliant — we can’t do
the show without them. The orchestra is brilliant, the music is
uplifting and passionate. And | think that mixed with Cameron
Mackintosh’s viewpoint, to choose the directors and the adaptors,
and right from the top it goes right to backstage people as well, the
sound and the lighting. It's just a very creative, wonderful show,
you know.

So it's a team effort. She said that the orchestra is brilliant, the
music is uplifting and passionate.
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Now let’s have a look at some of the most commonly used words
when you talk about musical production: orchestra 5B\ ; directors
E4%; backstage J7 & ; sound and lighting & Wi F14] )%, the crew 44& T
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Diarmuid:  Well, hope we have answered your question Han Hong, and we’re
looking forward to more questions from all of you. I'm Derm.
Yang Li: WRWF, T HFS.
Glossary
musical theatre 1% dramatic XITER): Gl it
accomplished 3 k1 momentum #-k
composer 1% uplifting &85 A0
orchestra 'K\ the crew 214 TAE A7
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