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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Jo: Hello I'm Jo and you’re listening to Ask About Britain from BBC
Learning English, the programme where we answer your questions
about how British people live their lives. With me today is Jean. Hi

Jean.
Jean: Hello there.
Jo: Dai Yuan Hong comes from Chongqging and he’s a student in

London. He asked us this.
Insert

Does the government have any plan for protecting the environment to stop
people using plastic bags in supermarkets?

Jean: JFokIX A7 2k Dai Yuan Hong % FINACK T fgfR 2, el BUN 2 AR TR
SENPIF A IS FE A PR T SRS T plastic bags A4 Hefl IR 5.

Jo: To protect the environment. Now first of all let’s take a closer look
at why using plastic bags is such a problem.

Jean: EFRAT ISR W Wy 1H— Bt BBC 8 [F 4R E 1 7 187
Insert
Once they've been discarded with the rubbish it takes more than 100 years to get

rid of these traditional plastic carrier bags. As a nation we use a staggering 8
billion plastic bags every year — that's the equivalent of 135 each.

Jo: So once a plastic bag has been discarded with the rubbish. To
discard.

Jean: 2 FE3%. To discard. FA AW 2] T rubbish XA, 78 5 [ S5 B 1 3%
HG%/@\O

Jo: So once a plastic bag has been discarded with the rubbish, it takes

more than 100 years to get rid of the bags. To get rid of.
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Jean: PRI AT Ao JEORBATTAL ] (0 0 RIS 1A b S L 75 22 100 4
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Jo: That’s a staggering amount of time isn’t it?

Jean: 1 S A NI ) — N7 o

Jo: And as a nation...

Jean: X AN Z K

Jo: As a nation, people in the UK use a staggering 8 billion plastic bags

every year. Yes, 8 billion. One billion is 1,000,000,000!

Jean: A billion 112, JelE 4 E i NFESAEH 3L 80 (CA RS T, PR HAE
AYEE 2 ] 135 MRS .

Jo: The equivalent of 135 bags per person every year.

On today’s Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English, Dai Yuan
Hong from Chongqging wants to know if the government has a plan
to stop people using these plastic bags in supermarkets to protect
the environment.

Jean: B LLXA7 Y Dai Yuan Hong K, BRATAGARIIZ L, BRI EILEE
B B 7 BRI AR R s D A RIS, AN i A 0 [ 28 [ R
T AT I AZ AT — 4% T RIS 7050 FH Bl 45 41

Jo: Yes a bag tax. So if shoppers want a plastic bag when they go to
the supermarket they have to pay 10p for one, or 1.5 Yuan. They
think this might help reduce the number of plastic bags used.
Here’s another part of a BBC report telling us why.

Insert

There is a precedent for the bag tax. Ireland started taxing its plastic bags by
about the same amount. Within months their use had dropped by 90%.

Jo: So there is a precedent for bag tax. A precedent.

Jean: AN IR ZERIBUR AT T WU R T B O E, LA H
Jois G ORZE M DR A T B R BRI T .

Jo: Yes, within months their use had dropped by 90%.

Jean: That’s quite a lot. Diana Wallis ;2 il R Wk B Sy p UK (14— 9 (R BUvR

Z AN R BB AT IR AL 25 091 A2 I 24 A D[R 3R AT 4 I HEA T 1)
Insert
It's an incentive to get us to change our behaviour and not use so many plastic

bags. What we can do is take a re-usable bag down to the supermarket with us
each time.
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She says it’s an incentive to get us to change our behaviour.

AN BUINBATSAAT R IR o Dt O [ R AR AZ AR ] AN 7T A £

A re-usable bag.

So Dai Yuan Hong, we hope that helps to answer your question a
little.

TS Bl FAT 1 3% www.bbechina.com.cn #iili Learning English, K%
o BIFRA DA B8 2 A7 S [ A R ) BT VR RO o B, FRATTA RIS H At
FiIXH. — see you next time.

Bye!



