BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.

KT GIAHEE:

THERIXAZ T F H 8w Rt . ASSORe Al e BeAT RBL ] gt e b
W H A R A .

Henry VI ZF])\ i

Helen: Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English, the
programme where we answer your questions about life in the UK.

Oliver: KR Z T 3ATT BBC Jeili e s ml i e COLE ) 9 H o AR
T R BAT A R AR AT S R SO S A IR 2 )

Helen: Today we have a very short question from Shuli who wrote to us
from Shanghai.

Oliver: K H LRI AR K email, Wb i) 8RS 5
Helen: But I'm not sure if we can answer it in just 5 minutes. It’s going to

be a challenge.

Oliver: So what is her question?

Helen: She would like to know who Henry VIII was?

Oliver: =H W2 #E? That’s a short enough question.

Helen: I put the Shuli’s question to Victoria Wallace who works at the

world famous Leeds Castle in Kent:

Insert
Henry VIII was a very powerful monarch who came to the throne in the 16"
century. He was enormously influential in changing Britain.

Oliver: W% Victoria YHIIBEE, FA IR — AN ER A RE, AEH im0 R .

Helen: A very powerful monarch who came to the throne in the 16™
century.

Oliver: £ 1509 £, flipk Ay T 9EH [E T, came to the throne, % I T 847,

Helen: And he was enormously influential in changing Britain.

Oliver: AR influential, 5 R\ TH & [y s pRERE ™ A1 JEH ORI 52 .
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Helen: He lasted almost four decades, and one of the most important
changes he brought to the country was laying the foundation of the
Church of England.

Oliver: Ht4F decades, “FAH\MGA T BTN 4R, AP SCRTEREUR F R
Yo A A 10 B B 2 R S B T e

Helen: This religious change came all about because of Henry’s desire to
have a son. Let’s hear more from Victoria.

Insert

He married one woman, and they stayed married for 20 years, but she failed to
produce a son for him. So at that stage, Britain came under the Catholic Church;
he created a schism with the Catholic Church and set up his own Church of
England, in his quest for a woman who would give him a wife, so he could divorce
his first wife who was a Spanish princess.

Helen: Sounds rather complicated, doesn’t it?

Oliver: Yes, it does. TAIJ\IEE T —RAHEA A, AbAIHOISINES: T

Helen: But she failed to produce a son for him. They did have a daughter
though.

Oliver: AoRoeE Py s B A E AR LR, CIE R,

Helen: So Henry wanted to divorce his first wife, so he could marry again.

But to do so, he needed the approval of the Pope in Rome.

Oliver: IS divorce, IR SEHE 22t 8 T 2 BR E 4 Catholic & HHE B2
Mo

Helen: And the Pope said no.

Oliver: Henry #& B USR8 2 B2 2 the Pope 433544 T,

Helen: But Henry wasn’t about to give up, so he created a schism with the

Catholic Church. Schism means a division into two groups, caused
by disagreement of ideas.

Oliver: Schism XA [ 73 Bt i RO BTG B T3 13384 Ja R At
QU T oeks 2 3sy, HHOCANAE, R T .

Helen: But he didn’t just remarry once, he’s famous for having quite a
number of wives. Here is the story.

Insert

He then married an English girl from Kent, just down the road, who produced him
a daughter. He got rid off her by chopping her head off. He then remarried
another English girl this time, who did finally produce him a son, but sadly died in
the process. After that he married three more times.
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Oliver: AWt — rLBATE, FH IR AH4, BN R, RERRR
B ARZE T AR SR — s i

Helen: The second wife was an English girl and she gave him a daughter;
that’s not good news for Henry.

Oliver: BT TP 2

Helen: Henry decided to get rid off her by chopping her head off.

Oliver: Oh my god!

Helen: And then he married another English girl who gave him a son he so

desperately wanted.

Oliver: BTHT —DILT, TP RRAETHAFENE?

Helen: Sadly the third wife died giving birth.

Oliver: IRANE, WaE T Brid, A\ G FHREES T .

Helen: That’s right, the fifth wife was beheaded as well, and the last wife

outlived him.

Oliver: DUEGRRBE T, F M)\ IAEP LIRA R A 4 — WA, i — s
AT, BRI T AP

Helen: Well that’s all we have time for today in Ask About Britain. I hope
you now know a bit more about the famous Henry VIII.

Oliver: Bye.

Helen: Bye.
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