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Trolley Buses B L BE

John: It's John and Jean here, and Ask About Britain today is all about
trolleybuses.

Jean: THUHA, trolleybuses. K 75 511 Li Chao 12245 ATTRA5, #1025 [F 1)
TR AR A AR TR A B T, A B A TR AL, LR [ BUR 2
AR EB TS S, A Tn) B9 A R A XL B PR P SRS B
I T

John: First there is a museum with trolleybuses in it, the London
Transport Museum in the Covent Garden area, newly refurbished in
November 2007. Oliver Green is the Head Curator there.

Jean: He’s the Head Curator, /2 4iHrmEc. AT 58 i 2404 4 )98
E (A WBEIT,  the transport planners, &y FFlAH TS, MG
K PSEITE AL T AR TR 25 FRAT A 2T D P 2R BT () W ) A
A4, the tramway electrical distribution system & o L 4= 24 I i
XN RS %k diesel power. fld2y TATTIEE] T 201 A
a7 the oil crisis, AL 70 FACH T4 kS K BRIK 1173 11 o

Insert

The trolley buses were seen as a cheaper way of running electric public transport

services because they were cheaper to run than trams. They were used as an

alternative to trams from the 1930s basically, and in London for example virtually
the whole of the London tramway service was converted to trolleybus operation

during the 1930s. That conversion programme ended at the war, and then after
the war they actually found that it was no longer that advantageous to go with

bbecchina.com.en



trolleybuses rather than conventional diesel buses because there was a need to
modernise quite a lot of the old tramway electrical distribution system. And, at
that time the cost of providing electrical power was not actually any cheaper than
diesel power, and this is before we got into the oil crisis, and that sort of thing.
So ironically, they decided to replace trolleybuses from the 1950s and in London
they got rid of them all by 1962 at the very time just before the cost of providing
oil based bus services was beginning to go up.

John: So Li Chao, the London trolleybuses lasted for about 30 years from
the 1930’s until 1962. But there were some other reasons why they
were removed from London’s streets.

Jean: Ashley Bruce 3k [ the Electric T-Bus Group, iX &5 [ [H 43 & B4 27
IS ) BT s 1 42 ] the T-Bus Group is a pressure group. iX54E
PARIE S ) E R FEE A . A0kl Ashley Z53ATVRVESEE MG HL
R4 A2 5 i bt 2 Ji e 2

Insert

In the mid-fifties, you have to remember that the cars were seen as the future

and there was really no environmental agenda at the time. And really oil and cars

and diesel buses were seen as the future, and it has to be said there was an oil

company executive on the committee that made the decision in 1954.

John: So will there be new trolleybus systems in UK cities? Ashley Bruce
is convinced there will be.

Insert

The really good news is that Leeds, a large northern English town, is going to

build a three route system. It’s got a hundred and fifty million pounds so far

towards the scheme, and that’s going to replace a tram scheme, because trams
are now seen as being too expensive to build in most places. So Leeds has
straightforwardly replaced a tram scheme with a trolleybus scheme which has all
the advantages of the tram. And also in Sheffield they are thinking of doing the
same thing, because they’ve got a scrapped tram scheme that’s going to be
replaced by trolleybuses.

Jean: TR G Y A T, R 2E R R R, AR ER AT A A B
TG A YR IR the environmental advantages of

trams.
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John: So, what trolleybuses can you see in Britain today? Well, there are
two museums where you can see them.

Jean: REAYLFEVT— T S AR A HIR S Rk 24 Hu ) Sandtoft A2zt
Oy, ERXPA G, s T DS S B A s A TR R
E%&. Oliver Green A INH T — T ZOX KW RN Bt

John: Are there trams and trolleybuses on display?

Insert

Well there’ll be one of each, a typical London tram and a typical London trolleybus
on display in the new museum.

Jean: Wt Sk SEAEANES « X AU AL ¥ AE AR BT 0 ) Covent Garden HiX,
LEX L FRA 1] BT i 39 [ ok 2= (1 A8l ig % 1.2 the transport of the past,

W R KMAE T A the transport of the future.

John: Exciting! Email your Ask About Britain questions to:
Jean: chinaelt@bbc.co.uk KK MBS K eI 341 BBC Learning English

HEWRL, TUAE KK 2 28 fE! Bye for now.

Glossary
trolleybus JCLHL 4 environmental agenda ¥ {3
curator ffK trams HFHHE
pressure group [k 44 committee Zshi4s
electrical distribution HiJj />4 diesel 4
vested interests WEH )35 transport of the future Ak [1)ACHIZ i
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