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Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
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which may not be reflected here.
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Student Second Language 3248 —4ME

John: Hello and welcome to Ask About Britain, the programme where we
answer your questions about British life and culture. 1I'm John.

Feifei: RZEAF, TSI AR SAAR T A AW N7 I, AT, fE
AT H A, AT N A A

John: Shu Tao from Tian Jin wants to know what languages do English
school students learn as their second language.

Feifei: KARE Shu Tao fi) JATIEE 1 272 AAEA RO W 27 2 5 —AME A,
second language % 4 E.

John: So we spoke with Ann Mawer, the Head of Modern Languages at
the Royal Russell Secondary School.

Feifei: Modern language JARE S, JCIZIRROMIE S, Wkis, 1EiEgyEs
o FRATXA MBS T 1058 Royal Russell “# 1 515t IACE = #U# 1 Ann
Mawer.

Insert

All our students have to study a language for GCSE, all of them are going to be

taught French and Spanish in year seven up to year nine; and at the end of year
nine they choose which one they want to carry on or both if they wish to.

Feifei: Ann says all students have to study a language for GCSE. What's
GCSE John?
John: It's the General Certificate of Secondary Education, it's the first

basic set of exams that everyone aims for.
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Feifei: GCSE 2 vt [F i il # H e 5, XA H U I A ALl 28— A
F %K. All the students are taught French and Spanish in year
seven up to year nine, does year seven mean the students are age
seven?

John: No, year seven is the beginning of secondary school, students are
usually eleven years old. So when they are thirteen which is year
nine, they have to choose which language to study for their GCSE
exams, or both of the languages if they wish to.

Feifei: So what languages do students often choose at the end of year 9?
Here's Ann again.

Insert

At the moment, French is still the most popular one, mainly because French was

actually taught since the prep school as well, Primary school, so they feel a bit

more confident; however, now we've introduced Spanish as well in the prep
school, I'd imagine most of them would go probably 50-50 or towards Spanish as

well — I'm pretty sure that the figures are going to change soon.
John: So French is still the most popular language students choose.
Feifei: French il . EEAEAIAGE T B —MESZ0EW R TERAT R 2 K2 80 A

HER) 2R AN
John: Students choose French because they have studied French since
prep school or Primary school so they feel a bit more confident.
Feifei: Prep school short of preparatory school #A37./M#%, primary school /)
2%, Ann also says Spanish has been introduced in her prep school

now so more students are likely to choose Spanish. But why do
schools offer these languages but not others?

Insert

So on the market French is obviously much more developed in terms of resources
and everything; and in terms of teachers as well, there are more of them than
you would find for Chinese for example who can speak English, so that's our
prime reason; also to see that it's an European language, it should be near them,
they should be more inclined to do so. So French and Spanish are both languages
that we decided to carry on.
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John:

Feifei:

John:

Feifei:

John:

Insert

Ann says French is much more developed in terms of resources and
everything.

Resources %, Ann BiikiEiX | /MG I BRE T R S 463, Frign
B I T T H

Yes, there are more teachers of French than teachers of Chinese in
Britain.

YT R Z I e BB 1) PRI A Sy k2, AR ZHU ARk
B#HAZ LT . French is a European language and students are more
inclined to study it. Inclined to do something 3R, R4 ] AEML
K.

Ann says a lot of parents help their children to choose their second

language for various reasons.

Either because they have a house in Spain, either because they know the
language already and they can help them, it's quite rare that parents leave free
hands to the students actually.

John:

Feifei:

John:

Feifei:
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So parents choose second languages for their children because they
might have a house in that country or because they know the
language already and they can help their children with it.

IRZFZ KA B ORI TR FABATREE —AME, WRFKAEIS &)
TARMTR AT STV, B AT S A T2 K — T T8k
T, MBS #BIZ 1015 S 2hi%. What did you choose to study when
you were a student John?

I learnt French because that was the only language available. What
about you Feifei?

I learnt English at school and it was also because there weren't

other choices. I'm so jealous of the English students.



John: Well, hope we have answered your question Shu Tao. If you have
any gquestions about British life and culture, send us an email at

chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Feifei: USRORFAR T 5 2 0T I AR RSO L R e 2 STV 5 g i, #Sn] DA

FEFRATHIM % www.bbechina.com.cn Thanks for listening and see

you next time.

John: See you!
Glossary
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