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Neil: Hello and welcome to Ask About Britain, the programme where we

answer your questions about British life and culture. I'm Neil.

Feifei: KRG, PARDAEAE WS T e M AT i AT I, AR, fEe
1) 215 H 2 v JRAT T o b A H A
Neil: Chris, from Beijing University, wants to know a little more about the

Prime Minister of the UK — Gordon Brown.

Feifei: X6 . it Gordon Brown JE[EILAEEAH. >k AIERUKA Chris A&
ATRAGTWEEAR TR, IS4 FAAEFATTH H 24 mh— B2k W Wr A B3 LI ) Do A
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Neil: A man of many faces, but which is Gordon Brown? A dour political
obsessive, a towering intellectual, the saviour of his party, or as
friends claim — a genial joker behind a serious facade?

Feifei: PENEIBOA S, R RIER T, TR IE 2 BRI AT U, A L2
— IR AR AE 2%, ZITILEMIAN? Here is Derek Scott, Tony
Blair’'s former Economic Adviser.

Insert

The extraordinary thing about him in many ways was | mean — Gordon Brown is

apparently an intellectually self-confident man, but outside the small group of

people with whom he feels confident and at ease, he’s not really very keen on

engaging in discussions particularly if you disagree with him — I find that slightly
odd.

Neil: He says the extraordinary thing about Mr. Brown is that he’s an
intellectually self-confident man.

Feifei: Extraordinary A3, R .  Intellectually self-confident man &2
iAW R E SRR D AER AfERA.
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Neil: But, he says, outside the small group of people with whom he feels
confident and at ease, he’s not very keen on engaging in discussions,
especially if you disagree with him.

Feifei: Hmm, that sounds a bit strange. Derek i Afi BIAN 2 XCLE LAt 8 21046 0 1) A
TSN AR, at ease 1 NIRBIETE M EYLER], 8400 A
FERIIARAE I NG IRARAT L, JCI AR B VE A 7 B k. Keen
on EWfHZ, engage in discussions JEJTiTiE,

Neil: But friends since university days say that’s a misjudgement. They
insist that not only is Mr Brown a willing team-player, but that he can
also let his hair down.

Feifei: TSR AIAAE R 2E R T A IR B 2 — MR S misjudgement. b
ATUEAT AR — willing team-player ‘& T2 5 FIASGL, R A8

HIEE 4 let his hair down jfa— F. Let’s listen.
Insert
Gordon knows how to enjoy himself.
Enjoys a good glass of wine, enjoys good company, a good drink — very — great

bon-viveur actually, great entertainer. Both Gordon and Sarah are renowned for
their entertaining dinners.

Neil: So he enjoys a good glass of wine, good company and a good drink.

He says he’s a great bon-viveur and a great entertainer.

Feifei: What is a bon-viveur?

Neil: It’'s a French word, it means this person enjoys life to the full.

Feifei: Bon-viveur j&—AN&iEi], B UM EE SR AN

Neil: Yes, Gordon and his wife Sarah are renowned for their entertaining
dinners.

Feifei: Be renowned for, 17/ 1), AR (102 B A BRI ) KK Sarah 75
Yy, W—EmREKHEAW .

Neil: They say Gordon learnt his lesson in compassion and duty at the

knee of his father and it’s stayed with him throughout his adult life.
Feifei: Compassion [Aff, #41K; duty 5¢T, X5 AiBJLEEE AR AR 223 T
A [R50 F0 X450 . Here is Lord Elder, Gordon’s childhood

friend.
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Insert

The sense of commitment and responsibility and doing the best you can for your
fellow citizens is something that was a strong feature of the Brown household.
And it must have had a huge impact on him — I'm sure it did — and | think that’s
where his sense of duty and responsibility come from.

Neil: He says the Brown household has a great sense of commitment and
responsibility and want to do the best they can for their fellow
citizens.

Feifei: Commitment 7i#; responsibility 5. It was this commitment and
responsibility that have had a huge impact on Gordon. Impact 5.
Now | have a question, what is he like as a father?

Neil: Well, his friends say he’s a terribly enthusiastic, doting, tolerant,
loving father.

Feifei: Enthusiastic J#E#E;  doting #§%211); tolerant 58 %51; loving &%
o

Insert

A terribly enthusiastic doting, tolerant, loving father. Which with John as a very
bubbly two-and-a-bit-year-old, is just fun to watch.

Neil: Hope we’ve told you a little more about Gordon Brown. If you have
any other questions about British life and culture, send us an email at
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Feifei: I ROR SRR T i B 22 5% T ok [ AR TR AN ST A DA R ke ST B0 D5 T # AT LA Bl

FAT M www.bbechina.com.cn. Thanks for listening and see you

next time.
Neil: See youl!
Glossary
political BUAHI joker ZIFILEMA
intellectual 41iH5 1 keen on FEMAE
extraordinary AP 1), A1) engage in discussions &8
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