BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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UK and US Personality FEEFEBEA KR

Finn: This is Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm Finn, and
with me today is Jean.

Jean: FEFATHY (DL F) 2D 5 b, AT R FMREA IS [FJ A0 5 ST — 24 ]
/‘E‘éo

Finn: We certainly do, and today we have a question from Jen in Beijing
about the differences in personality between British and American
people.

Insert

It is said that British people compared to American people, they are more
indifferent, like not looking straight into people's eyes or not delving into other
people's private things — I want to ask whether it is true or not.

Jean: Jen R, B ALEUE I @A S IFARESE, AR K2 A
NP — DRk a3 9% [N B 56 (RN #2747 — 4% indifferent. Do you
think so Finn?

Finn: Well | think it's a good question Jean. But firstly — this word
‘indifferent’ might not be the best choice here. | think that Jen
might have meant a word like ‘reserved'.

Jean: HRF M. HHEE reserved TJREE Jen MUERIAR L. — Bkt AT LA
P2 indifferent to something % indifferent about something, i
AR AL BRI RISBEA KD Hlii 1| am indifferent to
apples.

Finn: Apples, really? Anyway let's get back to Jen's question. To get an
idea we spoke to a few Americans in Britain, and also British people
who lived in America. First we spoke to Ben.

Insert

What's important is to consider the geography in Britain or in America as to
where people live. London is a big city like anything else, very similar to New York
as far as the make up of the people. People have their own business, don’t
necessarily want to go out of their way to make acquaintance with someone. But

I found the country pubs where | spent most of the first week since I'm on
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holiday over here, | found that to be a really welcoming, open place, much less
guarded.

Jean: Ben il JEAEAEAR HElE AL (AT BOR BT — AT B S
Mk, AR IR K R EATBT I A

Finn: He said they don't go out of their way to make new friends — that
means they don't try too hard — but if you are in the country then
people are much more friendly.

Jean: Especially the country pubs! At LAk ko€ FISE [ F A (3T 5 2 R
72 5 HL X i [ 2 T) R AN R IE K

Finn: That's right, so if you find Londoners just a little bit unfriendly,
perhaps you could visit the country where people are more
welcoming.

Jean: BRI

Finn: And less guarded.

Jean: S /b — SRS

Finn: Right, now, we also spoke to Val. She's a British woman with an

American father who lived in the States for many years. Did she
think Americans were more open?

Insert

Probably there I'd find people superficially more open, like chatting to you on the
streets and on public transport. And even things like your neighbours, my parents
have lived here for 17 years and they don't really know their neighbours here,
whereas there they might not have known them very well but you still say hi and
still come around and say how are you doing, even if it’'s a very superficial
relationship.

Jean: il IE, Val 5 EE ANFE A open FITHC 48, ANk A & —Fh %
T )T T

Finn: Yes — she uses the word superficial.

Jean: R — Ik i 1956 [N AR L2 A — 28,

Finn: This is Ask About Britain and today we're talking about differences

between the American and the British personality. Next, we're
going to hear from Jay who is an American who's lived in Britain for
many years.

Jean: ik Ry 2 BN EEDE FECTEJT A outgoing, i HLAS -t Ath fr AN v A 17— A
i, what does he think Finn?

Finn: Now this is interesting — he thinks that British people are less
outgoing because they live on a small island.
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Insert

I think that Americans are probably more outgoing than Britons, but you have to
remember Britain is of course a fairly small island and it's cut off from the rest of
Europe, and I think that anything resembling a British culture, if we can call it
that, is based in part around this island mentality.

Finn: This is an interesting idea — he says Britain is cut off from the rest
of Europe.

Jean: It's cut off FHRKHH & s R 4

Finn: And therefore this affects people’'s mentality — he says British
people have an island mentality.

Jean: An island mentality &% 1H. Do you have an island mentality Finn?

Finn: Ooh, I don't know how to answer that! I hope not, but then I did
grow up on a small island Jean.

Jean: FEFATA RIS H Zrp A& RIR T S E I [ AN AEPERS LA R
— ARG NGB T A G022 ) WSRO S 0% [ (1 SO AR AR
AAEAT ) S, ARATLES FATTAR MRS FATT R M AL 3k 2
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Finn: So, until next time, bye bye!

Jean: Bye!

Glossary

indifferent A1) reserved (L

to go out of your way #5355 1) guarded R IEHT

superficial i1 outgoing JT A

cut off 44 island mentality [ iH
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