BBC Learning English — Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: His Bark is Worse Than His Bite JJ 7%, E&.0

Neil: You're listening to Real English from BBC Learning English. I’'m Neil.

Yang Li: REYf, BRMH . AEA R IMIETETE A TERR S IR IR i, XL
WEAET R SCHEA MBI ZRIL, (HRPTE M RIS Ao PR FERATZA BGEIE Neil!

Neil: The idiom is: his (or her) bark is worse than his (or her) bite. His bark is
worse than his bite — or her bark is worse than her bite.

Yang Li: Bark RS T IO, SORFII R . AR AR 7 e S AU B
MAARK, (HERAARK, R 2 R0 ?

Neil: Well, if someone’s bark is worse than their bite, it means basically that
someone is not as unpleasant as they seem.

Yang Li: W — N NRRINER L2 MR, AR5, HILSHARATNORSE, R
REIA.
Neil: So, for example, you might have a boss at work who shouts a lot and gets

angry at times. However, in reality they are a very good boss because they
give you a bonus, they manage the team well and they let you have
holidays when you want them. So really their bark is worse than their bite.
They might not be pleasant to talk to but they’re a good manager.

Yang Li: OK. HARATLLZM A HN H U 53 TR, (HSZ A O3 TR0 I8 21 e, Al AT
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their bark is worse than their bite. Here’s another example.

Examples

A: Our tutor at university is always shouting at us about getting good grades. | hate
going to see him.

B: Is that Mr. Brown? | wouldn’t worry — his bark is worse than his bite. He’s actually
quite a nice guy if he’s not your tutor!

: So, do you get on with your girlfriend’s family?

: They’re OK but her Dad is really scary. He’s not very friendly to me.
> What does your girlfriend say about it?

: She tells me not to worry — his bark is much worse than his bite.

w>w >

Yang Li: FLe Uk AR — A RS G, RAITANE A A2 X T, e )T, SE
Lo JITAUGE A N e LK bark BEIYAT bite 1.

bbechina.com.cn



Neil: His bark is worse than his bite. Her bark is worse than her bite. We hope
that’s been useful for you. Don’t forget you can check out more Real
English words and phrases on our website www.bbcchina.com.cn.
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HeEH
Neil: Bye.
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