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The Other Olympic Games XA RIES

The Paralympic Games BE A EES

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P TR, RETBHAN:

While many of the world’s most famous athletes are gearing up for the
Beijing Olympics in August, there are other athletes training every bit as hard
for a second Olympic games in September.

The 14th Paralympic Games will see disabled athletes from around the world
compete in 20 events ranging from wheelchair fencing to powerlifting.

The Paralympic movement began at a British hospital in the aftermath of the
Second World War, when sport was introduced as a therapeutic treatment
for returning servicemen with spinal injuries.

The first games took place in 1948 in London with two British teams
competing in an archery competition. By 1960 the games had grown to
include international athletes and were held in the same city as the Olympic
Games.

It is unclear where the name Paralympics came from but it was probably first
coined as a pun or ‘portmanteau’ word combining the words paraplegic
and Olympic. These days, however, the term ‘para’ is seen to signify a
parallel competition that sits side by side with the main Olympic Games.

As well as athletes who have suffered spinal injuries, the modern Paralympics
invites competitors with visual impairment, athletes with cerebral palsy,
and amputees to participate in the games.

Although most of the Paralympic sports are also included in the Olympic
Games, there are some sports that are unique to the Paralympics.

Boccia is a game similar to bowls in which the competitor attempts to throw a
number of leather balls as closely as possible to a target ball; the wheelchair
dance event sees athletes perform dance routines with each other or with
able-bodied partners.

So if you are a sports fan, remember that when the Olympic Games have
finished, the Paralympics are just about to begin.
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Glossary iFEiCE

gearing up HuiFHE4& disabled athletes & %1=3) i
wheelchair fencing ®#%d8 powerlifting J B &
aftermath 58 therapeutic treatment 57 43
servicemen £ A spinal injuries & 815
archery 5 coined % k% B

pun ZHEX R portmanteau &R

paraplegic 35 RFRE parallel “FATH), R ZEATH
visual impairment 5 5L fE cerebral palsy Ky pREE
amputees &5 BH bowls RIREZEF)

dance routines i3k able-bodied %@ 4

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
LR PR 25?2 2R ? BRI EMWER.

1. The 2008 Paralympics will take place shortly before the Beijing Olympics.
True / False

2. In one Paralympics event the athletes fight with swords. True / False

3. The 1948 games involved a competition with bows and arrows.
True / False

4. Paralympic events are exactly the same as Olympic events. True / False

5. Some Paralympic events can include non-disabled competitors.
True / False
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2. Sport Vocabulary

Match the sport to the equipment used when playing it.
HIEZ 3B B AR HE 3 f8p E E —iR .

1. fencing a. tatami

2. boccia b. bow and arrow
3. judo c. sword

4. archery d. leather balls

Now complete these sentences using either the name of the sport or
the equipment used when playing it.

A - H U ERE 30T B BiE R ARS8 44 R e A T AT

1. is played in the Paralympics not the Olympics and is similar to the
French game of boules.

2. Don’t worry if your opponent throws you. The will prevent
you from being too badly hurt.

3. There are three types of in the modern sport, and nobody is
actually killed during the fight.

4. Hundreds of years ago people practised for war and hunting
animals.
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3. Jumbled Sentences ITELiAFHIAF

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to make correct
sentences.

R T IR R ER S, AR ERRAIT .

1. Paralympics are 20 wheelchair in the fencing There including events

2. of origins war The veterans lie with spinal in therapy the games for injuries.

3. began words The name as a on Paralympics play.

4. competition disabilities is The to athletes who variety of have open a.

5. Paralympics are some are There that to events unique the.
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4. Wordsearch #iFi#g®

Try to find the words associated with the Paralympic Games in the
puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (i) or diagonally (m)

THEE T KRR, R SRR RE ST RMTGE AR
FAEL1040H1A, HARITXAREUAKTH (9) ZEK (1) BXAK (m) B HIR.

e a r |c |h e r |y |r |a |p
I e |n b |j y |s e |m |i n ||
C a |cC v (e |r |j d |r n [m|e

disabled wheelchair injury  athlete
amputee dance compete archery fencing
paraplegic
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Answers X

1. Reading Quiz [f#El 2. Sport Vocabulary
Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Match the sport to the equipment used when playing it.
correct answer. HREZEN T H RAXR MBS BIERAE .

DTRATFHAOREMMARMR? HEHERHER.

1. The 2008 Paralympics will take place shortly
before the Beijing Olympics. False

A
coaon

2. In one Paralympics event the athletes fight with
swords. True Now complete these sentences using either the name of
the sport or the equipment used when playing it.
3. The 1948 games involved a competition with W - HU RES T B EE RSN B R THEF.

bows and arrows. True

4. Paralympic events are exactly the same as 1. Boccia is played in the Paralympics not the
Olympic events. False Olympics and is similar to the French game of
boules.
5. Some Paralympic events can include non-
disabled competitors. True 2. Don’t worry if your opponent throws you down.
The tatami will prevent you from being too badly
hurt.

3. There are three types of sword in the modern
sport, and nobody is actually killed during the
fight.

4. Hundreds of years ago people practised archery
for war and hunting animals.

3. Jumbled Sentences LA 4. Wordsearch BiFE#ZR

Rearrange the words in the sentences below

to make correct sentences. a|lm/|plult |e e p
W TIHTFHRRREESHS, AR—ANEFRPET. w a
h clo|m|ple|t|e|r
1. There are 20 events in the Paralympics including
. . e d a
wheelchair fencing.
e a r{c|h|e rly p
2. The origins of the games lie in therapy for war I n | I
veterans with spinal injuries.
C C n e
3. The name Paralympics began as a play on h A g
words.
a |a|t h |1l e |t e u i
4. The competition is open to athletes who have a i f e Inlcli nlg|r c
variety of disabilities.
r y
5. There are some events that are unique to d i s lalb 1 e [ d
the Paralympics.
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